
American Imperialism 

Complete the chart by identifying the following: 

· In the Place Column, identify six different countries or areas where the United States engaged in imperialistic actions during the period from about 1870 to 1914.

· In the Second Column, discuss why each area was important to American empire building (political, economic, and social).

· In the Third Column, explain America’s expansionist ideals. What were some of the factors that justified American imperialist actions?

· In the Fourth Column, identify the current political status of these places in relation to the United States.

Age of Imperialism: 1870 to 1914

	Place
	Why was there interest?
	U.S. actions
	Status today

	1.Alaska 
	America wanted to alert Britain concerning their control on Canada. This is because if Alaska was possessed by America, eventually Canada would be surrounded from both the north and the south. Another major reason is because William Steward who was the secretary of state supported the purchase by alleging that it would assist Russia out because they had been a Union ally in the American civil war thus money was needed  (Burns, 2017). In addition, more land was needed by the United States for expansion of their territory. 

	The government of the United States pushed towards increasing the business ties with Japan and China in ambition of selling them more US commodities. Also, the Asian trade was to be lost by the US unless it created more links to the territory (Burns, 2017).
	Alaska became the first state that was new to join the Union in 1956 since 1912. Alaska became the 49th state after an official declaration signed by President Eisenhower (Burns, 2017). Also the people of Alaska were to elect a governor and also an assistant governor who were to rule for a four-year term. Alaska constitution was adopted by The Alaska Constitutional Conventional Territory on February 5, 1956.

	2. Cuba

	America was interested in Cuba due to their plantations of Sugar and also its sources that were rich. Also, US was interested in Cuba due to its geographical location because of its accessibility (Tenorio-Trillo, 2017). It is just 90 miles from the US. 

	In 1898 The Spanish American war triggered the US to declare war on Spain that eventually brought about the Cuban war of independence (Tenorio-Trillo, 2017). The war was as a result of the harsh treatment of the Cuban people by Spain. The congress passed The Teller Amendment which was legislation hindered the US from conquering Cuba thus they were to leave it independent after the war. 
	Following the Castro regime, diplomatic relations were broke in 1961 and also US imposed a prohibition on Cuba in1960. However, US still is the largest supplier of food in Cuba (Tenorio-Trillo, 2017). In addition ocean science is another way that brings Cuba and US together. 

	3. Puerto Rico

	US needed a base and also a coaling station for warships which were more important in those days because most of the ship were steam driven. In addition, Puerto Rico was located strategically in the Caribbean when the US was taking control over the island (Negrón-Muntaner, 2017).

	The Paris Treaty in 1898 settled war between US and Spain hence giving victory all colonies of America that belonged to Spain (Negrón-Muntaner, 2017). This included Puerto Rico and Cuba. Since most of the people opposed the colonial Spanish rule in Puerto Rico US had an easy time to keep them. 
	 Puerto Rico is a common wealth of the US. The relationship of the commonwealth between Puerto Rico and US is not different in any way from the relationship of United states and Tennessee. Anyone who is born in Puerto Rico has similar birthrights as an American citizen.

	4. Hawaii
	The major reason is because Hawaii was located in the pacific ocean and this made it the perfect place to set warships on the way to Japan (Savigliano, 2018).

	In 1893 Hawaii was declared as a protectorate of the united states. In1897 a treaty was negotiated by then president William McKinley between United States and Hawaii (Savigliano, 2018). Hawaii was taken over by act of Congress in 1898. In 1900 the Congress was requested to name Hawaii as an official region. 
	Eventually Hawaii became the 50th state in America in August 1959. 

	5. China
	The main reason is because China was a huge market for western products to the imperial nations. China’s wealth in both porcelain and minerals were of a big value to both Americans and Europeans (Cox & Stokes, 2018).
	A collection of notes by John Hay, named the open door policy was sent out to all the European powers that had Sphere of influence in China. This restricted the Americans from taking advantage of Chinese markets and also resources. The Chinese were not involved in this particular policy.
	First relation with the US and China is that they are both major exports to the world. This is proved for high-tech products such as electronics, automobiles and auto parts among others.
Second, the region of LAC is a good representative that shows China is related to the US (Cox & Stokes, 2018). The main one who is more advantaged is China.

	6. Philippines 
	The main reason why US wanted to annex Philippines was because they had already taken possession of similar lands like the Hawaii. Due to these America had commercial, imperials and all the military power that eventually favored annexation (Richards, 2017).

	American politicians by then believed that it was wrong to take possession of other lands. Many were not comfortable because of the nation’s black population. They thought the cost would be too high if the population would increase.
	The Philippines is a region which makes the oldest Asian partners of the US in a long span (Richards, 2017). The relationship has been strong because 90% of Filipinos view the US for several economical purposes.
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